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lands they visited. These Panis were the ancestors of the
Phoenicians of history. They could not, however, help getting
mingled with the natives of the different countries they visited
and colonized, and gradually lost their characteristics as an

Aryan people. We shall tell the interesting story of their
expansion in another chapter, and show how they were
instrumental in spreading Aryan culture in the west, just as
the European merchants and adventurers In modern times

have been instrumental in spreading Western civilisatio.n in
the East, which only proves the truth of the adage that

" History repeats itself," Be that &s it may, there can be
no question jthat^the Cholas and^ the Pladyas of Southern
India were greatly benefited bj^jtheir having come in
contact ^tTOfi^                       one_hand, and the Aryan

settlers frorn the north on the other,jand ultimateljTdevHoped
a cjvills^i^^

Dravidian,  but a   Tnixture^jpf^bothjtihpugh the note of the
former was dominant,   The Cholas and the

under the guidance of their AryarTmasters, fou^
in Mesopotamia and Egypt that played importanTgarts in
the history of HrePancsent world. We shall deal with that
^f0f^liioreTini)M[n''$ub$equent chapters. Suffice here to say
that of the Dravidian and the Kolarian races peopling the
Indian Peninsula, the Cholas and the P&^dyas were probably
the first to be influenced and uplifted by Aryan civilisation
and culture, which they helped to spread, along with the
Paps or Phoenicians, in Western Asia, Northern Africa and
Southern Europe! and which formed the basis, as it were, of
the Semitic and European civilisations,1

Such then, was the Indian Peninsula in Rgvedic times
and after. I hope that' my readers have been fully convinced
that the Dravidian and the Kolarian races- were not immi-
grants to India from Central Asia, but were autochthones in

Ajpptttdix (Q to this Chapter,